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Situated on opposite shores of the Sou.w'estkeJ'll of a-~~.8p~.Basin

and of the York River delta, the present Mi::'sionParish of Wakeha.m

and York extends from the western limits of the Village of Gaspe. in

a horseshoe arc aro-~md to the borders of Gaspe Harbour. It comprises

about 230 Anglican families, and includes the settlement na~es of

Gaspe ~.Jest,It!akeham,Sunny Bank, Brassest, and York Centre.

Before the Autunm of 1945, when the present Wakeham-York set-

up was ~ried out, (out officially instituted as a Mission-Parish

until the Spring of 1946), both places were "second'i congregations;

York having been attached to the Mission of Sandy Beach, and Wakeham

(or Gaspe. South, as it was also called), to the Parish of Gaspe. This

new grouping of congregations, I.E. Gaspe and Sandy Beach, and

Wakeham and York had beeh consideed for some years---and was finally

adopted, mainly on account of the obvious geographical advantages.

Therefore, when this proposed change in mission boundaries

actually took place in 1945, the newly-created mission-parish in

taking stock of itself discovered that although assets inclutded two

fine churches-- St. James at wakehan and St. Andrew'S at York-- a

clergy dwelling was conspicuously absent. A joint Parsonage Building

COn'h'TIitteewas formed in 19}-1-6-- and from then on the protiet was

financed by both co~nunities on a 50-50 basis. During the interim

period, the mission }!as fortunate in having theL~~ of the Old

"t:fatcl:ler~Tdwelline;, near St. Andrew's, York as a -·temporary pC.lrsonage.

A site near st. James Church, Vlake·l.am,l..ms chosen by the joint group.

and the Parsonage of st. James and st. Andrew's was built in 1948.

The parish is grateful to the Director of the Gaspesia Nursery for

his advice concerning lands caping, and to the Provincial member for

a don~tion of trees aD~ r-ej~e• • / fj;;. -



(A) History:

ADart fro~ Registers of Civil status, the official records ror

bbtb congregations are unfoTtnnately not available---through loss or

destruction by fire. Only the old land record book of st • Ja.,'11es is a'-. v

hand (at this present ,:...rritine;)--thereare no early Vestry l1inutes

B~oks or buil~ing records discoverable for ei~hcr congresation.

(A c~eck has not as yet been made with the Keener of the Diocesan

Arc1:lives.)

And, as is true of !'lost"secondl1 co'wrcg~l.tions, the history of

both '~{al{ehanland York before their union is in many respects the

history of their senior partners; E.G. the list of incumbents berore

1945 is the list given under st. Paul's, Gaspe, on the one hand, and

under st. JDhntS, Sandy Beach, on the other. '1'11.isis, of C011rse, but

relative-- and some details of the early days can yet be reconstructed

through the help of such source mate~ials as diaries, memories or old

folk, and the relative datin.gs of marriages or burials.

I ST JAwH'" 1fA171i'tU M•• _·b..=....:> • :. 1\.J,,;Jfl_~ __ •••••

This is the older of the tHO concregations. It takes it£.name,

as yet unof.'ficially,from the famons r:o-r::nanc.8r',-!al,:egam,"-"111.0settled

at Gasp~ 3s.sIn-- a medico.l doctor ani fishery officer, Imown at the

turn of the century throug~out th8 \;TholeEgst coast, his circiJ.it

extending as for north-east as the Quebec Labrador. ~akeham, as a

name, is as yet anplied officially only to the postal area--- the

municinal name is ~hat of the twonshi~. Gaspe Bay South, but this

is rarely used except for offici~l doct~ents. Until recently the

consregationts n~'11ewas Gasp0 South, the junior partner of the

Mission of GasDb and Gasp~ South--- (w'~ich for a period Has a self'

sU'Jporting Parish). Howevor, the name ··~~himf.: is being vddely us ed

for the whole community, and bids fair tJ have official recognition

eventually.
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Before there was a church at York, C.1895,--st. James Parish

embraced tbe wnole area-- it being within the memory of older people

of the comj.ng-over to services at 1-lalceham,mainly by boat-- aD cross

ti:1e ice in 'Hinter. (Boat2, are rarely used now in the upper basin;

t':le river delta has spread raDid1y and, most of t-,e upper Arm is

shal101-f, with t~e exception of the actual river channel.)

The Land Record Book of St.Ja''1les rev'.:;als: that the first piece

of land for the Graveyard and Church was dona~ed by John Eden and

Ell B' 1 hi " f t'h" 1Qt'h f A '1 1843 Tl' . th__en, nee cy_e, ,_s Wl e, on __v _/ __ o. prl __ • 1.1S 1S e

site of t':le cemetery knOltffias t"he"Old Cemerery"--in the middle of

whic~ stood the first c~urch. (This old Churcnyard is presently

being levelled a~d landscaDed.)

It is believed that the first St. J:'tmes Church Has built C.

1852, during to,e Incumbency of the ::lev'd v-lm. Arnold, seco'1d

Incumbent of t>~,eMission of Gaspe.

The second and pres~nt Sil. James ChuT'ch stand, on a plot near

the highway--purchased in June 1BJi6 from Felix Wm. Boyle. (The old.

c~urchyard is out towards the wat.er--and markings renlain of the old

"llir\dingll-- used i::.1.the days 1rJhenpeople C31neto church mainly by

boa t or over the ice.) The new buildine; 1-J'ascompleted i~ November

of 1891; people te}.l of' hm-T t he shavin~s were swe:?t up. just bef'ore

the first marri6ge--Francis E. Annett and Charlotte Jane Boyle---

November 24th of thE year.

The Dresent James Ghurch Has consec:r'ated during the

IncuJl1be~1cyof <=1ev.J. P. Hicrnno!'ld by the Rev. Rev' d Andrew Hunter

Dunn, B:tshop of.' ;~,uebec, on tb,e 18th of July 1893. (The first year

of his consec~ation.)

Am":'ngthe rel:1.cs from the former church, there may be seem

the memorial tablet (in the vestry of t'-'e present church)to Ellen

Boyle, wife of John Boyle, donors of the lanj for th3 first chruch
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and the very valuable 818. te "Tables of t'~~eLaw", of Jersey origin,

and recently affixed to the sanctuary east wall-- the position they

held in the old church.

In 1929, t~e consregation acquired another piece of land for

a Gr'aveYiU'd, purchased from Nilldred BaLmce Boyle,-- and known as

the "NeH Church.yar'dll; it lies on the hillside about a third of a

mile back of t~e churcb •

.ur~_S_~~E:?-rel·~~'_S .. chu;"'.G.h,. YQ.r~k

York "Pari.sh" is connected by road Hi th Hakeham by a covered

bridge ovsr the York River, at about t':l.e tide-li-ra ters. Before the

firs t b1~idge, there 1-Ja3 8. fOI'ding place at that point or just above

it,--and at one time there floated an ingenious ferry barg,e-- wit':l.

pulJ.ey-ropes attached to ei t~8r shore-- whereby the passenger

propelled hi:-nself by Fushes or tugs.

The people o't Sunny Bank Capper settlement, to the south of

The York Rive~ mDuth) and York Centre (lower dO\fll,) besiJe the Arm

itself) 1-1ereattached to the Parish of' st. James (~'lakehamor Gaspe

South, as you prefer) from its inception c. 18~~. Before thst, in

commonwith the i{hole area, they went to St. PaUl's, Gasp§ Basin

t'-·e "mother-parish" of t e distr5ct.

In 1893 a plot of lan~ sout~ of the river delta, and just

belm·[ Sunny Bank, was procured for a graveyard--- consecratej

on the 18th of July of that year by the hi:TIself-neHly-con8ecrated

Andrew Hunter Durm, fifth Bishop of Quebec--- the Siline day on w~ich

His Lordship consecr::;.ted the present St. James Church. (1rle are

indebted to c.n entry in the interesti''}g diary of the first organ:Lst

of St. Andrew's-- Mrs. Benry Falle-- for this date.)

The actual date of the completion and dedication of the first

St. AnCl,rew's Chruch, York, is not at the present writing qui te claar

- /Cj5-



The land (at a point about the centre of the present gravey~rd)

for the church was dCJ'nated hv Ch:lrles Grant--- ani aceepted after

the\'e had been some 1isagreement as to a pro"';)08ed site in '\rlhat is

naif lm~)l,,'1l as 10':7er Brasset-- somewhere on the hill overlooking York

Centre and the .Arm;

The construction is believed to be C. 1895; the first entry

mentioning .:51.. Anr:1.re'\·T's Church, in the Sandy Beach R'~:r;:Lsters of

Civil :3t3.tus is dat(3d 1897-- a burial, that of Anne, nee Boyle, Hife

of John HuI1:tn, bUI"iocl1,3th Dacember oT thctt ye2.r. This inrlicates at

least '\rlhe!1the congre8'ation was taken under tho ~...ringof Sandy Beach;

it is presumei thdt, fo'I" a year or so before t:-H1t, Yo::k services were

taken by the Rev. J. P. Richmond, of t1aspA. (Sandv Beach became York's

senior partner du","'inf:!,the Incumbency of t1ie Rev'd Geo. P. Harding.)

The seco~'1dan0. present st. Andre1i' s Chruch stands to the south

of the Graveyard; it is a much lal"'ger building-- said to be the

ls.rgest wooden church in the Diocese. It was co;,rnleteo. in 1928;

dedicatei on the 19th of August by Archdeacon G. F. Scott, of Quebec.

and consecrated by the Rt. Rev. Len "'OX ~.f. WilJiar'ls, Sixt" Bishop of

'~uebec. the foD.oHing ye:J.r on the 31st August. The Incumbent of

Sanday Beach at that time was the Rev'd A. V. McLaren, presently of

Maule Grove.

One of tMe recent memorials presented to St. Andrew's Church--

by St. Monica's Altar Guild-- is a Bishop's Chair-- to the memory

of AND3.~"1d"fTIJWi.'BRDu~rn, w":-loconsecrenhed the first St. Andrew's.

(B) T?E PEOP.r-,~ ~~}\TJ)_LJ";f.~_:_

(i) SETTL~illNT:The settlement of this area was partly by

discharged military or naval men, some being given large plots

of land kn:),..rnas military liKings II or t~ueen's Bountie s 11_- being

gratuities for service in various campaigns, E.G. Napoleonic
_ / tit. -



Campaign, Or some other; some indeed are descendent of men of

~ Wolfe's army, (which wintered in the Bay of Gaspe just before

~ the as~ault on Quebec.) ~he forebears of some were customs offi-•
...>

cials of the ancient Port of Gaspe, or came over ;iith trading

companies from Jersey, or ~·reresurvivors ~f 1r1reckedsailing craft

bound up the St. Lav!rence. In early days, t::-o,there was a definite

link Hi th tpe "North Shore " and t1:1e<~uebec Labrador-- in regard to

fisheries-- and in particular the old whaling exaeditions. The

present Incu.mbent h2..S talked \-vith several of t~e older men here

(since deceased) about the old days ~nd the old peoale at places on

the Labrador-- in pdrticular, st. Paul's River. This li~~ remains in

part-- for several men from here sti11 go across as fishL1g guides

to Mingan and st. John's River on the North Shore.

At present, in this semi-circle which is Wakeham & York, there

are no French-speaking fa·'lilies,-- ani all are Anglicans-- with the

exception of'a very fe1-l. This is somewhat uni?ue in our province.

1-1akeha.mand Yo~k each has a large Intermediate SChODl, the former

with five teacneDs, the latter wit~ four; these present schools are

th.eres1Jlt of the aJ11alsamationof tHO smaller schools in each case--

the tHO 1rJakehamschools joinerl up in 1939, and the York Schools in

193~.

(Ii) OCCUPATIOMS.The occuJational picture is a varied one; for most--..-------- .

people, jobs are seasonal; part-time farming, on a smallar and

smaller scale in m05t cases; t~e cuttln~ of pulp and fire-wood;

guiding at fly-fishing camps; clerkinG in the $tores and offices at

some are jn the skilled labcmr bracket; carpenters, painters.

Gaspe Villaqe./A.few mon fish snelts in season-- and even fewer have

salmon nets outside the basin. Drilling for oilup t~e York River.

has gone on for many years-- with as yet no real success. However.

cooGper has been found in paying ?uantities ani quality in Holland
_ I Q'l -



Township (mainly) up the York River some sixty miles. This project
.

is now go(ng forward rapidly-- and promises to be a major industry

in this district. The advent of electricity in 1947-- the increasing

use ~f the snOmobi1e, the plowing of roads in winter are t~ey the

shadows of mQre d8velopment cast beforehand be the future.

o with dates of inception of each)

a.O The ~.A.; at York--revita1ized in C. 1943 after a dormant Deriod

,-vasfirst formed many yea.rs ap:o--died for a time about

1936. was re-organized in 1~~6 as a W. A. guild. (3

branches). at \Vakeham-- the Pr.trishGuilds linked -v-lith

w. A. in 1947; (No W. A. here before th~t.)

b.O The G. ~. Guides In 1942 Ge Am. Guides Here instituted at
and J. A. Brown-;_es;

~akeham by Miss Nancy Machin, a Diocesan

Chl1.~·chvTorker. and at York a year or so

aftcrw?rd. J. A. Brownie Packs 'tlerebeg1LTl

about thz same time.

c. )_The Sc'uts; OriginaJ.1y a ~ombined York Troop organiz:3d back in 1928

and in 1948 re-organized as two troops.

In 1928- Rev. Percy Clark Scouts master.

In 1930- Wilbert Eden Scouts master.

d.)The Cubs. In york, instituted in 1946, and in Wakeham in 1947.

e. )The Altar ~ui1ds; At wakeham; St. Anne'S A. Guild org. in 1947.

at Yorl-~---st. Tioonica'sA. Guild revived in 1947.

first group founded C. 1943.

f.) Servers' Lea~ue-- Or~ani~ed at York in 1948.

G.) Vestryme~'s C:::;unci1s;fOr!t1'8d at bath places in 1948.
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